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SUBJ: DISTURBANCE ON JLP CAMPAIGN TRAIL IN MORELIA 
REF: MEXICO 1 122 OF JANUARY 27, 1976 

SUMMARY: FIRST VIOLENT DEMONSTRATION OF JLP CAMPAIGN MARS MORELIA 
VISIT. STUDENTS PROTESTING UNIVERSITY AND LAND OWNERSHIP CONDITIONS. 
STATE GOVERNOR APPEARS UNPOPULAR WITH STUDENT DISSIDENTS WHO MAY 
WELL CAUSE FURTHER PROBLEMS IN FUTURE. END SUMMARY. 

1. APPROXIMATELY 400 TO 500 STUDENTS DEMOSTRATED ON JANUARY 26 

IN THE MAIN SQUARE OF MORELIA, MICHOACAN, DURING THE PRESIDENTIAL 
CAMPAIGN VISIT OF JOSE LOPEZ PORTILLO, PRI CANDIDATE. DAMAGE OF 
ROCK AND STICK THROWING PROTESTERS WAS RELATIVELY SMALL CONSIDERING 
SIZE OF DEMOSTRATION AND CONFORMS TO PHYSICAL DAMAGE DESCRIBED 
IN REFTEL. NO ONE WAS PERSONALLY INJURED ALTHOUGH SEVERAL OFFICIAL 
VEHICLES WERE DAMAGED. 

2. ACCORDING TO A MORELIA SOURCE, THE STUDENTS USED THE LOPEZ 
PORTILLO VISIT TO RELEASE THEIR FRUSTATIONS CONCERNING CONDITIONS 
IN THE LOCAL UNIVERSITY WHERE THE RECTOR WAS FORCED TO RESIGN FOR 
ALLOWING NON-MICHOACAN STUDENTS TO FLOOD THE CLASSROOMS, ALLEGEDLY 
FOR HIS PERSONAL GAIN. 
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3. ANOTHER CONTRIBUTING FACTOR OF DISCONTENT WAS EVIDENCED BY 
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SIGNS SAYING "NO DEMOCRACY IN MEXICO" BY WHICH THE STUDENTS 
PROTESTED AGAINST THE MICHOACAN STATE GOVERNMENT SPENDING LARGE 
SUMS ON THE CAMPAIGN OP THE UNOPPOSED PRI PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 
INSTEAD OP GIVING MORE RESOURCES TO THE UNIVERSITY. 

4. A THIRD POINT WAS THAT GOVERNOR CARLOS TORRES MANZO IS 
UNPOPULAR WITH THE STUDENTS WHO ARE UNSURE IP HE REALLY WAS BORN 
IN MICHOACAN STATE. HE IS CONSIDERED AN OUTSIDER PROM MEXICO 
CITY BY THE STUDENTS AND THEY MAY HAVE WANTED TO EMBARRASS HIM 
IN FRONT OP THE PRI CANDIDATE ON HIS CAMPAIGN VISIT. 

5. POSSIBLY CONNECTED WITH THE STUDENT DISTRURBANCE ARE THE 
TWO RECENT LAND DISPUTES NEAR MORELIA WHICH ALLEGEDLY RESULTED 
IN THE DEATH OP 25 FARMERS. THE GOVERNOR IS BEING BLAMED BY THE 
STUDENTS AND CAMPESINOS FOR FAVORING ONE GROUP OF EJIDATARIOS 
OVER ANOTHER AND THUS PROVOKING THE DEATHS. 

6. WHATEVER THE RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OP THESE POUR FACTORS, 

THE VIOLENCE, STUDENT DISCONTENT, AND LAND OWNERSHIP PROBLEMS 
ARE REAL AND CONTINUING. THE MICHOACAN STATE GOVERNMENT IS IN 
POR ITS SHARE OP PROBLEMS SIMILAR TO THOSE OP ZACATECAS. THE 
VISIT OF LOPEZ PORTILLO GAVE THE DISSIDENTS A PERFECT OPPORTUNITY 
TO DISPLAY THEIR DISPLEASURE WITH THE GOVERNOR AND HIS POLICIES. 
ORTWEIN 
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